Boating-related Injuries and Fatalities in North Carolina,

2019-2023

There were

boating-related
deaths in NC
from 2019-2023

While boating-related deaths remained fairly constant, hospitalizations
increased and emergency department (ED) visits decreased from 2019 to
2023 in North Carolina

Number of Boating-related Injuries and Fatalities in NC, 2019-2023
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Limited to NC residents; Source: NC State Center for Health Statistics, Vital Statistics (2019-2023) and Hospital
Discharge Data (2019-2023), NCDETECT (2019-2023)

Monthly counts highlight increases in boating-related injury

during warm months Boating-related injuries
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Non-Hispanic (NH) White residents and males had the highest proportion of boating-related deaths,
hospitalizations, and ED visits

Boating-related Injury Outcomes by Race/Ethnicity and Sex, 2019-2023
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The highest rate of boating-related deaths occurred among older adults (65+), whereas younger
North Carolinians ages 18-24 had the highest rate of ED visits
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1/ The highest number of boating-related deaths occurred in Mecklenburg,
—( )— Brunswick, Carteret, and Iredell counties
e Number of Boating-related Injury Deaths by County of Occurrence*, 2019-2023
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» Counties of occurrence for boating- 13-4

related deaths werg po_pular coastal - 5-8 *Deaths by county of occurrence not limited to NC residents
and large lake destinations Source: NC State Center for Health Statistics, Vital Statistics - Deaths (2019-2023)
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Circumstances of boating-related injuries varied by injury outcome
Circumstances of Boating-related Injury Deaths, 2019-2023

Limited to NC residents

Water-transport-related drowning
and submersion without accident to _ 56.6% °* Over half (56.6%) of boating-related deaths
watercraft were drownings that involved water transport or

submersion without an accident to a watercraft.

Accident to watercraft causing 25.0% 25% of these deaths were drownings involving
drowning and submersion e an accident to a watercraft.

Accident to Watﬁ]rjirr?,ﬂ causing other . 10.5% * In contrast, the majority of boating-related
injury hospitalizations (89.9%) and ED visits

. (82.0%) were due to water transport accidents

Other and unspecified water l 6.6% or accidents on board the watercraft, followed
transport accidents ' by near-drowning (10.1% of hospitalizations

, and 18.0% of ED boating-related injury visits).
Accident on board watercraft

without accident to watercraft, not I 1.3%
causing drowning and submersion
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