
Learning Objectives

At the conclusion of this educational activity, participants should be able to:
Address immunization recommendations and changes in vaccine
administration.
Demonstrate strategies to increase immunization rates and address hesitancy.
Describe efficient and effective methods of vaccine accountability and
compliance.

Registration $350. Limited scholarships are available. Includes
attendance, handouts, CE credit, and some meals.

Registration

In collaboration with The
University of North Carolina

Eshelman School of Pharmacy. 

Target Audience

Enrolled Vaccines for Children (VFC)
providers, pharmacists, school
nurses and other immunizing
providers across North Carolina.

MARCH 4-6, 2026

NCDHHS 
VFC Conference    
This conference will address
new immunization
recommendations, best
practices, and meets the VFC
training requirements for
primary and back-up
coordinators. 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
Koury Convention Center
3121 West Gate City Boulevard
Greensboro, NC 27407

Questions? Contact Brynne Spence at
 919-350-0462 or bspence@wakeahec.org  

https://www.wakeahec.org/courses-and-events/76342/2026-nc-dhhs-vaccines-for-children-conference
mailto:bspence@wakeahec.org


Agenda

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2026

11:00 Check-In and Exhibits

1:00 Welcome

Jenny Myers, MPH 
Immunization Branch Director 
NC Immunization Branch, NCDHHS 

1:15 Reclaiming Trust in a Viral World
Morgan McSweeney, PhD 
(Dr. Noc on TikTok) 
Medical Communications Consultant 

2:15 Break - Refreshments Available

2:30 Vaccination Landscape in NC
Kelly Kimple, MD 
Director, Division of Public Health, NC  

3:30 How People Decide to Do New Things 
Stacy Wood, PhD 
Langdon Distinguished  
University Professor of Marketing 
Poole College of Management
North Carolina State University 
 

4:30 Adjourn

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026

Agenda Subject to Change

7:00 Check-In and Breakfast 

8:00

Break and Exhibits10:00

10:30 Concurrent Sessions
NCIR Best Practices *
Data Quality Initiative: Solving 

       errors for VFC Providers 
NC Immunization Law and 

       Exemptions Panel *
Annual Reporting College
Immunizations/ School Immunizations 
Pre-bunking Misinformation on
Vaccines and Autism
Avoiding Vaccine Errors 
Immunization 101 *
Preparing for Site Visits *
NC Immunization Program Basics *

Vaccine Storage and Handling *
NC Immunization Law and 

       Exemptions Panel *
Increasing Rates with IQIP *
Immunization 101 * 
Vaccine Preventable Diseases *
Increasing HPV Rates *
NCIR Best Practices * 
Public Respiratory Dashboard Review * 

Concurrent Sessions8:30

12:00 Lunch

Combating Vaccine Hesitancy:  
From One Provider to Another 
Michelle Jones, MD, FAAFP 
Wilmington Health

Presentation of the Katz Award 
Jenny Myers, MPH 
Immunization Branch Director 
NC Immunization Branch, NCDHHS 

2:30 Break - Refreshments Available

3:00 Concurrent Sessions
Preparing for Site Visits *
Q&A with Clinical Nurses 
North Carolina Viral Respiratory
Surveillance Overview
Public Respiratory Dashboard
Review *
Increasing HPV Rates *
NC Immunization Program
Basics *  
Vaccine Storage and Handling *
Vaccine Preventable Diseases *
Increasing Rates with IQIP *  

4:30 Adjourn

* Repeated Session

Exhibits



Agenda

FRIDAY MARCH 6, 2026

7:00 Check-In and Breakfast

9:00 Vaccine Advocacy in the Current 
Environment
Michelle Ficus, MD, FAAP 
Association of Immunization Managers
Chief Medical Officer 

10:15 Break and Exhibits
Refreshments Available

10:30 Addressing Vaccine Hesitancy
Christoph Diasio, MD, FAAP
Pediatrician, Sandhills Pediatrics

11:45 Closing Remarks
Jenny Myers, MPH 
Immunization Branch Director 
NC Immunization Branch, NCDHHS 

Adjourn12:00

Speakers
Morgan McSweeney, PhD (Dr. Noc ON TIKTOK)
Medical Communications Consultant

Kelly Kimple, MD
Director Division of Public Health, NC 

Stacy Wood, PhD
Langdon Distinguished 
University Professor of Marketing,
Poole College of Management

Michelle Fiscus, MD, FAAP
Chief Medical Officer, 
Association Immunization Managers (AIM)
 
Michelle Jones, MD, FAAFP
Wilmington Health

Christoph Diasio, MD, FAAP
Pediatrician, Sandhills Pediatrics

Lucy Sutter, MPH
Immunization Compliance Data Manager

Brandon Rector, MSW
Regional Immunization Consultant

Anna Louise McNabb, MS
Public Health Informatician

Alex Lingerfelt
Regional Immunization Consultant

Agi Ngie
Storage and Handling Consultant

Candy Graham, RN
Public Health Nurse Consultant

Elizabeth Draper, RN, CPHN
Public Health Nurse Consultant

Ty Lautenschlager, MPH
VPD Epidemiologist, NCDHHS

Heather Goodson, RN, BSN
Regional Immunization Nurse Consultant

Gail Baker, RN
Regional Immunization Nurse Supervisor 

Jenny Myers, MPH 
Immunization Branch Director 
NC Immunization Branch, NCDHHS 

Jill Pait, MS, CHES
Associate Director, State Partnerships,
American Cancer Society

Debra Warren, MBA
NCIR Data Quality Specialist

Lorri Trail, RN, CPHN
Regional Immunization Nurse Consultant

Lori Hall, RN, BSN
Regional Immunization Nurse Consultant

Kim Trotman
Regional Immunization Nurse Consultant

Becky Stokes, BS
Regional Immunization Consultant

Susan Sullivan, MS, RN-BC 
VPD Nurse Consultant

Rachael Baartmans, MPH
Regional Immunization Consultant, NCDHHS

Isabel Reynolds, BA
Immunization Consultant Supervisor

Khalil Harbi, MSPH
Public Health Epidemiologist

Johanna Helminen, MPH
Regional Immunization

8:00 Exhibits



Food Drive to Benefit 
Community Care Clinic 

of Forsythe County

List of suggested donation items.

Planning Committee

Course Directors
Carla Stancil, BS
Public Health Educator

Catherine Memelli, BA
Communications Specialist

Beth Meadows, RN, BSN, CPHN
Provider Clinical Services Unit Lead

NCDHHS Planners 

Gail Baker, RN
Regional Immunization Nurse Supervisor 

Brandon Rector, MSW
Regional Immunization Consultant

Isabel Reynolds, BA
Immunization Consultant Supervisor

Angela Rhoades, BS, MPH
Public Health Advisor

Juliette Pailin, MA
Education, Outreach, and Communications
Unit Manager

Cassandra Bell
Network Manager

Wake AHEC

Nilu Wieties, MSPH, RN-BC, CCRN
Director, Continuing Professional Development

Toni Chatman, MHA
Associate Director, Oral & Allied Health

Erica Futrell, MSL
Associate Director, CME & Pharmacy

Ellie Hunt, DNP, RN, ACHIP™, CNE, NI-BC
Associate Director, Nursing

Lorie Houston
Project Coordinator, Behavioral Health

Brynne Spence, MS
Project Coordinator, Nursing

Kimberly Spencer, CDA, MBA
Project Coordinator, Oral & Allied Health

Zack Moore, MD, MPH
State Epidemiologist and Epidemiology Section
Chief NCDHHS 

Beth Meadows, RN, BSN, CPHN
Provider Clinical Services Unit Lead

Amanda Fuller-Moore, PharmD 
Deputy Epidemiology 
Section Chief 

Rachael Baartmans, MPH
Regional Immunization Consultant

Stephanie Rodriguez
NCIR Helpdesk Representative

Kim Trotman
Regional Immunization Nurse Consultant

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.secondharvestnwnc.org%2Fbestfoodstodonate&data=05%7C02%7CCarla.Stancil%40dhhs.nc.gov%7C9e637a4dc89d4f54f35708de2b78b456%7C7a7681dcb9d0449a85c3ecc26cd7ed19%7C0%7C0%7C638995994610265317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FqIdlUfTcs33x5yaEf2eY7tlj6isggPNe6PrYPrlDcw%3D&reserved=0


MARCH 4-6, 2026

NCDHHS 
VFC Conference  

Credit

CME Credit:The Wake Area Health Education Center (Wake AHEC) designates this live activity for a
maximum of 10.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.  

The North Carolina Medical Society is a member of the Southern States CME
Collaborative (SSCC). Wake Area Health Education Center is accredited by the SSCC to
provide continuing medical education for physicians

Nursing: Earn up to 10.75 Nursing Contact Hours
Wake Area Health Education Center (AHEC) Nursing Education is approved as a provider of nursing
continuing professional development by the North Carolina Nurses Association, an accredited
approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.

2.5 nursing contact hours for March 4, 2026
5.5 nursing contact hours for March 5, 2026
2.75 nursing contact hours for March 6, 2026

The University of North Carolina Eshelman School of Pharmacy is accredited by the
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education as a provider of continuing pharmacy
education. Upon fulfillment of the participation requirements, verification of credit will be
maintained with the UNC Eshelman School of Pharmacy and a record of successful
completion of this activity will be submitted to ACPE/NABP’s CPE Monitor.

Wake AHEC CEU: Wake AHEC will provide 1.1 CEU to participants upon completion of this activity. 

Contact Hours: Wake AHEC will provide up to 10.75 Contact Hours to participants.A participant
must attend 100% of the program each day to receive credit. Partial credit will not be awarded.  

Hotel Arrangements
Hotel rate is $147 + tax per night and is good through March
6, 2026. Reservations must be made by February 3, 2026 to
receive the group rate.

CLICK HERE to book your group rate for 2026 North Carolina Immunization Conference.

Questions? Contact the Sheraton Hotel directly at 1-336-499-1683

Funding for this conference was made possible (in part) by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The views expressed in written conference materials or publications and by speakers and moderators do not
necessarily reflect the official policies of the Department of Health and Human Services, nor does the mention
of trade names, commercial practices, or organizations imply endorsement by the U.S. Government. 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Sheraton Greensboro Hotel
3121 West Gate City Boulevard
Greensboro, NC 27407

Pharmacy: ACPE 10.75 contact hours 
*ACPE numbers will be available prior to the conference.

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1702492976397&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1702492976397&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://book.passkey.com/event/51136846/owner/2511/landing
https://book.passkey.com/event/51136846/owner/2511/landing
https://book.passkey.com/event/51136846/owner/2511/landing
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1702492976397&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://www.wakeahec.org/courses-and-events/76342/2026-nc-dhhs-vaccines-for-children-conference

